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COUNCIL FOR THE BOROUGH OF DUNMORE

HELD:

Monday, March 8th, 2021

TIME:

7:00 P.M.

LOCATION:
DUNMORE COMMUNITY CENTER

1414 Monroe Avenue
Dunmore, Pennsylvania

COUNCTIL MEMBERS:
MICHAEL DEMPSEY, President

THOMAS HALLINAN, Vice President
CAROL SCRIMALLI

VINCE AMICO

JANET BRIER - absent

ELIZABETH ZANGARDI

MICHAEL P. PERRY, Esquire, Solicitor
TIMOTHY BURKE, Mayor

VITO RUGGIERO, Borough Manager

MARIA McCOOL, RPR
OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
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Zangardi.

Burke.

comment on

(Pledge of Allegiance.)

MR. DEMPSEY: Rol1l call.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mrs. McDonald

MS. ZANGARDI: Here.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mrs. Scrimalli.
MS. SCRIMALLI: Here.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mr. Ehnot.
MR. EHNOT: Here.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mr. Dempsey.
MR. DEMPSEY: Here.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mr. Hallinan.
MR. HALLINAN: Here.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mr. Amico.
MR. AMICO: Here.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mrs. Brier. Mayor

MAYOR BURKE: Here.
MR. RUGGIERO: Number three, public
agenda items.

MR. DEMPSEY: Would anyone 1like to

address Council on agenda items only?

(No response.)

MR. DEMPSEY: Seeing none.
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MR. RUGGIERO: Number four, a motion
to approve the minutes.

MR. DEMPSEY: I'11 look for a
motion.

MR. HALLINAN: 1I'11 make that
motion.

MR. DEMPSEY: Do I have a second?

MR. EHNOT: Second.

MR. DEMPSEY: I have a motion and a
second. Anyone on the question?

(No response.)

MR. DEMPSEY: Al11 those in favor
signify by saying aye.

ALL MEMBERS: Aye.

MR. DEMPSEY: Opposed?

(No response.)

MR. DEMPSEY: The ayes have it and
so moved.

MR. RUGGIERO: Number five 1is a
motion to approve and pay the open bills.

MR. DEMPSEY: I'11 look for a
motion.

MS. ZANGARDI: I'11 make that
motion.

MR. DEMPSEY: Do I have a second?
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MR. EHNOT: 1I'11 second it.

MR. DEMPSEY: I have a motion and a
second. Does anyone have anything on the
question about any of the unpaid bills?

(No response.)

MR. DEMPSEY: Hearing none. All
those in favor?

ALL MEMBERS: Aye.

MR. DEMPSEY: The ayes have it and
so moved.

MR. RUGGIERO: Number six, motion
authorizing the enactment by the Council of the
Borough of Dunmore of an ordinance authorizing
the issuance of one or more series of taxable
and/or tax-exempt general obligation bonds of
the Borough for the purpose of funding a
project which consists of financing,
refinancing and/or reimbursing any area or all
of the following:

Number one, refunding the Borough's
outstanding general obligation notes Series of
2012.

Number two, refunding the Borough's
outstanding general obligation note Series of

2015.
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Number three, refunding the
Borough's first outstanding general obligation
note Series A of 2016.

Number four, refunding the Borough's
second outstanding general obligation note
Series A of 2016.

Number five, refunding the Borough's
outstanding general obligation note Series B of
2016.

Number six, refunding the Borough's
outstanding general obligation note Series of
2017.

Number seven, refunding the
Borough's outstanding general obligation note
Series of 2018.

And eight, paying the cost and
expenses of issuance of all of the bonds all as
more fully described in the complete text of
the ordinance.

MR. DEMPSEY: I'11 Took for a
motion.

MR. EHNOT: I'11 make a motion.

MR. DEMPSEY: Do I have a second?

MR. AMICO: 1I'11 second it.

MR. DEMPSEY: Anyone on the
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question?

MS. SCRIMALLI: Yes, on the
question, now this 1is specific to a certain
company that we are dealing with as far as
refinancing?

MR. DEMPSEY: As far as I know
it's --

ATTY. PERRY: Boenning and
Scattergood.

MS. SCRIMALLI: Okay. I just
mentioned this because while I feel it's very
important to try to get these funds as far as,
you know, refinancing them; I think it's a
great idea. And I appreciate all the work that
was being done doing this to get those
refinanced.

But it's going to be taking 12
million dollars out of Dunmore and bringing it
into another Tocation such as Philadelphia
where this other company is from. So I just
wanted to make sure that everyone was aware of
that and, you know, just kind of Tet you know
where I stand on that. And that's all I have
to say on that.

MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you, Mrs.
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Scrimalli.

MS. SCRIMALLI: You're welcome.

MR. DEMPSEY: Anyone else on the

question?

(No response.)

MR. DEMPSEY: Okay.

favor? Let's do a roll call.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mrs.

Zangardi.

MS. ZANGARDI: Yes.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mrs.

MS. SCRIMALLI: No.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mr.

MR. EHNOT: Yes.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mr.

ATl those 1in

McDonald

Scrimalli.

Ehnot.

Dempsey.

MR. DEMPSEY: I have to abstain.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mr.

MR. HALLINAN: Yes.

MR. RUGGIERO: Mr.

MR. AMICO: Yes.

Hallinan.

Amico.

MR. RUGGIERO: Four yeses, one no,

and one abstain.

MR. DEMPSEY: And Tlet me just

explain -- I'1l1 just explain my abstaining on

the record. I've already explained it I think
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in two public meetings.

But I do have a family member that's
employed by Boenning -- what 1is it, Mick?

ATTY. PERRY: Boenning and
Scattergood.

MR. DEMPSEY: So I did not
participate in any of the votes that took
place. I forget what meeting it was. I did
explain that I did abstain. I did explain my
reasons why. And I'm just doing it now on this
vote just again for the record purposes. So
that passed.

MR. RUGGIERO: So that would be

MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you.

MR. RUGGIERO: Number seven is the
Treasurer/financial report, Borough Treasurer
Mark Burton.

MR. BURTON: Good evening Council.

I have just a brief analysis of February's
numbers. The bottom 1line we're through the
month of February. We're short a net income of
200 -- approximately $276,000.

February was a very solid month as

far as collecting real estate taxes which it
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normally is. And through the first week 1in
March we're also seeing an uptick in
collections which is a positive sign.

There was no draw on the TAN so far
for this -- the first two months of the year.
Interest income has been reduced a bit because
of the draw on the Sewer Authority money from
last year. So that number is down a little
bit.

And landfill fees are down a Tittle
bit from prior year. As far as expenses are
concerned, we had a large down payment on our
insurances for the auto liability, general
liability property. That came out in February.
That was $114,000. And we also made a $40,000
partial payment to the MMO for 2021.

And as far as the actual -- the
budget numbers, again, there was no draw on the
TAN. It was budgeted for $150,000 for the
first two months. But we didn't need it. So
we didn't take a draw on the TAN.

Landfill fees were a little bit
lower than anticipated. That's as far as the
revenues. Expense-wise, police salaries were

up just a Tittle bit.
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Maintenance snow and ice removal
with the snowfall in February we had to
purchase additional rock salt to replenish our
stock. And again, the insurance premiums were
a little bit higher than budgeted. We didn't
have a solid number before the budget came out.
And that's about all that -- up to this point.

MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you, Mark.

MR. HALLINAN: Thank you, Mark.

MR. RUGGIERO: Number eight, public
comment.

MR. DEMPSEY: Would anyone 1like to
address Council tonight? Please state your
name and address for the record.

MS. MEDINA: Can I take this?

MR. DEMPSEY: Sure.

MS. MEDINA: My name is Crystal
Medina. I am here on behalf of Third Street
which is about two blocks over from here.

We've had numerous incidents over the last few
years. I've been here four years. And I
probably had about seven incidents on my street
to me alone with car break-ins, four of them
since I've been here.

Three have been in the Tast year
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with everybody on our street. The most recent
was just several weeks ago where it was parked
in the driveway, the perpetrator went into the
vehicle, stole her wallet. It was found down
in the alley.

We've had -- I've had my son's bike
stolen off the front porch brand new right from
preschool graduation right off my front porch
next to my front door just a few feet from
where he sleeps. This has been detrimental to
our family and the rest of the families on
Third Street because prior to this, this has
been a very beautiful neighborhood. Everybody
loves and wants to live in Dunmore.

But it has been very concerning for
us on Third Street. I am myself along with the
others we have small kids. They 1like to be out
to play at night. And, you know, 6:00, 7:00 it
starts getting a Tittle bit darker out. And we
have no 1light on our street.

Our neighbors have had property
destroyed as far as decorations are concerned,
things stolen from their front yards. I know
myself and a couple of other neighbors have

also invested money into cameras. But with the
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12
street being as dark as it is, the cameras are
not picking up what's going on because it is so
dark in the evenings.

And these streets that are next to
us, you know, Fourth Street, Fifth Street,
Sixth, they have a light that's going halfway
down their block. And we're here to request to
have a 1ight installed halfway down our street
to help deter -- hopefully to deter a
perpetrator coming down our street. We're
being targeted because it's so dark.

MR. DEMPSEY: What block?

MS. MEDINA: This would be Third
Street, yes, the 500 block.

MS. ZANGARDI: Right off Dudley
Street -- between Meade and Dudley, right?

MS. MEDINA: Yes. Yep. It's
going up Dudley it's the second street on the
right. I don't know that the other end of
Third is having an issue. I'm not sure on
that. I'm just discussing our side of Third
Street there on the 500 block.

And I'm here on behalf of everyone.
We have a close-knit family on our 1ittle

street there. But, I mean, when you have your
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six year old waking up in the middle of the
night scared that someone is breaking into the
house or is going to steal his bike or steal
his truck, he's still waiting for Dunmore
Police to return his bike.

You know, and it's really a sad
situation because we do love to be there. And
clearly this is an ongoing issue.

I see through the Ring cameras that
there are issues in other parts of town as
well. But for some reason, Third Street itself
I belive is being targeted. 1I've had pretzels
stuffed in my gas tank. I had coffee spilled
on my car -- poured right onto my car.

Just this past summer we've had two
of our neighbor's girls nine years old were
around the block and a black SUV came up and
was basically stalking them. Three days later
my niece in broad daylight a block right
here -- a block from the police station came
running to me -- my house to tell me that
someone was trying to kidnap her because the
same description SUV was rolling up on her who
is 16 years old was walking to Turkey Hill to

get a lollipop with her friend.
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Now, the cops were involved and as
far as I know there has been no other sightings
of this particular vehicle. And there has not
been any leads as far as I'm aware of. But
clearly this is a problen.

MR. DEMPSEY: Is there an existing
pole there?

MS. MEDINA: Pardon?

MR. DEMPSEY: Is there an existing
pole?

MS. MEDINA: There 1is an existing
pole there.

MR. DEMPSEY: Would you happen to
have the number on the pole?

MS. MEDINA: 514.

MR. HALLINAN: On the pole itself.

MS. MEDINA: On the telephone pole
itself, I do not.

MR. HALLINAN: What's your exact
address? I'11 go Tater.

MS. MEDINA: I am 515 Third Street.
And it's directly across. You'll see
there's -- there's only one driveway and it's
right there. So actually if you were to put

the 1ight up it would shine into my house.
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MR. HALLINAN: After the meeting I'm
going to go take a Took. I'1l1 get the pole
number .

MR. DEMPSEY: We have Tlights.

MR. MEDINA: Okay. Thank you very
much. I do have a letter from another resident
if you would Tike or if that -- or if this will
satisfy if you want to pass it around or if you
want me to read it I'd be happy to.

MR. DEMPSEY: I think we're all okay
with getting you a Tight.

MS. MEDINA: Okay.

MR. DEMPSEY: Quit while you're
ahead.

MS. MEDINA: A11 right. You got it.
Thank you very much for your time.

MR. EHNOT: Tim, can you just ask
the cops to patrol that a Tittle bit more often
for them just to drive by 1it?

MAYOR BURKE: Oh, yeah, no, they're
aware of the situation, Tom, yeah. But
Crystal's right. There -- it is -- on the
other blocks going all the way up Dudley on
that side of the street, there is street 1lights

in the middle of the block. And it is very
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dark there. I mean, I know. I grew up right
there. And I walk --

MS. MEDINA: I Tive in his house.

MAYOR BURKE: She 1lives in my old
house.

MR. HALLINAN: I know where you're
at.

MAYOR BURKE: It's very dark in that
area. And there's a lot of children there.

And that's one of the reasons I have the cops
going through there more often than usual in
other neighborhoods. But the 1lighting
situation in that area is pretty bad.

But it's across the street from
Crystal's house, there's a house for sale. The
pole is right there right in the middle of the
block. That would be the perfect spot.

MR. HALLINAN: Timmy, I'11 meet you
up there after and we'll get the pole number.
The only question I have is again, all the
neighbors are on board because what happens is,
you put a Tight in then you'll hear from other
neighbors saying this Tight is shinning in my
house. Why did you put a Tight in, you know?

So I hear your problem. I'm with
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you. I just want to make sure all the
neighbors are on board.

MS. MEDINA: That they are.

MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you. The only
issue that we've always had is getting PPL to
turn it on. So once we get the Tight
installed, it may take some time for them to
turn it on just so you're aware. We did have
that issue before.

So if there's a time issue, it's
normally PP&L just doesn't act quickly
normally.

MS. MEDINA: Okay. Well, we're
hoping that it would be in by at least
summertime because, you know, the kids do like
to play. I mean, the youngest 1is seven. And
they are all about 9, 10, and 11 years old.
And they play in the street in front of the
house.

I mean, we're very appreciative of
the stop sign that's been put up. We're very
appreciative of that if we could just get the
people to stop at that stop sign, that would be
glorious.

MR. DEMPSEY: If you could figure
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that out, please let us know.

MS. MEDINA: I know. I know. We're
working on it. We're working on it. We've got
the team moms on Third Street working on that
too. But I would appreciate that because, you
know, we have been having just this ongoing
problem.

And it's becoming nerve-racking at
this point, you know, I come home from work
late at night and I'm looking at my
surroundings in front of my own house to make
sure I could safely get out of my car. You
know, because I don't know who's there. You
can't see, you know? So thank you again
everyone.

MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you.

MS. ZANGARDI: Thank you.

MR. DEMPSEY: Anyone -- please. If
you could state your name just for the record,
please?

MS. YODER: My name is Diane Yoder.
I'm with the Jarett Yoder Foundation. My
address is 124 Kutz Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522.

MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you.

MS. YODER: I'm here with Eric
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Darling from Valhalla. I am the one that's
buying Marywood South. I just wanted to come
and introduce myself and explain -- I sent all
of you invitations. I don't know if you got
it.

MR. DEMPSEY: We just got them
today. Thank you.

MS. YODER: Oh, really. Well,
you're welcome to come.

MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you.

MS. YODER: The adjutant general is
coming -- the top general 1in Pennsylvania is
coming. And we have other dignitaries coming
too. And the ribbon cutting is a ceremony of a
rebirth of the facility.

We're going to be giving tours kind
of explaining what we're going to do. It's a
lot of work. It's going to take us a couple
years. But we're trying to make a central
place where veterans and community heros could
get assistance if they need.

Right now we've been running about
seven years. My son Jarett was killed 1in
Afghanistan in 2013. I still have two children

that serve actively. So we all live together
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because the deployments are hard on the family.

We house 425 veterans and community
heros at this time throughout the eastern part
of Pennsylvania in nine counties. We were
asked by Eric to come 1ook at this property and
see if we could work together.

We agreed. We worked with Marywood.
We're going to be opening others. But we have
a lot of dignitaries that are coming tomorrow
to see what we're doing because we're planning
on purchasing other properties and doing this.

So we are going to be opening up to
the community, what do they want to see done
there. A lot of the suggestions that we've
gotten, we're going to be running out of room
already. But we are open for suggestions
because it's going to be a community area. And
we'll be working with you and we'll make sure
we follow all the Taws.

I'm a former fire marshal. We will
follow the Taws and make sure that we get our
permits. You have my promise with that.

Safety is number one.
MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you.

MS. YODER: Any questions on
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anything?

MR. DEMPSEY: I'm sorry, I didn't
look at the invitation yet. What time is it
tomorrow?

MS. YODER: 12:00. And there will
be a 1ight Tunch. You'll never starve with a
Yoder around. Thank you.

MR. DEMPSEY: I never starve anyway.

MR. HALLINAN: Thank you.

MS. SCRIMALLI: Thank you and
welcome.

MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you so much.

MS. ZANGARDI: Thank you.

MR. DEMPSEY: Would anyone else 1like
to address Council tonight? Yes, sir. Just
state your name and address for the record,
please.

MR. MARTIN: My name is Patrick
Martin. And I just got a quick comment. I
live on Andrew Street in Dunmore which is only
two blocks long. And my block never gets
plowed. With snow gone I know it's a Tlittle
late in the season now.

But when we got 1ike that 32 inches,

my neighbor on his ATV with a plow in front
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plowed the road. And, I mean, that doesn't --
it helped. But, you know, when it was 1ike 30
inches it doesn't help that much.

But it's just -- it never seems to
get plowed. This Tast snowstorm it got plowed.
They went up it once and they came down it
once. But it's still. It 1like snowed on top
of what they plowed basically. So that's all.
That's my concern is just the 100 block of
Andrew Street.

MR. DEMPSEY: My father-in-law lives
on that street. I'm surprised he didn't call
screaming at me. I'l1l make sure it does get
plowed, 100 block of Andrew.

MR. HALLINAN: I think I spoke to
you about this already. I'm sorry, I missed
your message.

MR. MARTIN: No, I figured it out.
That's all right. But in addition to that,
this is just a comment just based on driving.
Apple Street which one runs all the way across
Dunmore, they tore it up for 1ike I think they
were working on pipes or something below it.
But it is terrible now.

MR. DEMPSEY: I'm on it --
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MR. MARTIN: It's 1like a war zone.

MR. DEMPSEY: I do drive there.

It's one of the worst roads in the Borough.

MR. MARTIN: I don't know if you can
look into getting that paved or something. I
mean, there are holes --

MR. DEMPSEY: 1It's part of a water
company project. It's going to be paved. It's
going to be paved curb to curb. I think that's
on there, right, Vito?

MR. RUGGIERO: It is. The Sewer
Authority changed all those mains going through
there. They're going to pave that curb to curb
when they're done.

MR. MARTIN: I know they were
working on it 1like crazy and then the snow hit
and everything. And I know it kind of went
away .

MR. RUGGIERO: They promised us 1in
the spring.

MAYOR BURKE: Thursday's meeting we
brought it up.

MR. MARTIN: I'm sure you get it all
the time because I come down it because I park

going down Andrew Street. So it's just
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terrible. But that's all, just the plowing.
Thank you.

MR. DEMPSEY: Would anyone else Tlike
to address Council tonight?

(No response.)

MR. DEMPSEY: Seeing none.

MR. RUGGIERO: Number eight, public
officials.

MR. DEMPSEY: Mayor Burke.

MR. RUGGIERO: Nine, sorry. I
called it eight.

MR. DEMPSEY: Mayor Burke?

MAYOR BURKE: Yes, I'd 1ike to thank
you for putting your program into Dunmore and
wish you good luck. Anything we could do, you
know, it's great that you could help the
veterans out. I think that's really admirable.
And thank you. You could call us anytime at
the Borough for any kind of help or anything.

We just got your invitation an hour
ago in Executive Session. But anything we
could do, just give us a ring.

MS. YODER: Sorry that they came out
late. We only had a seven-day window. So I'm

sorry it wasn't earlier.
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MAYOR BURKE: But I wish you the
best of Tuck and what you're doing is a great
thing. And also, I want to thank the coaches
from Dunmore and all the sports. It was a
tough season the last two years for all the
hard work and the students. 1It's a really hard
time for student athletes and any kind of
organizations 1in the Borough.

I feel sorry for the families and
the kids. I'd 1ike to thank the teachers and
the coaches for hanging in there with our
students. They are doing a good job. That's
all I have tonight.

MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you, Mayor
Burke. Mark, do you have anything?

MR. BURTON: No.

MR. DEMPSEY: Vito?

MR. RUGGIERO: Nothing.

MR. DEMPSEY: Chief DeNaples?

CHIEF DENAPLES: We got another
shipment of Red Cross smoke detectors in. So
if anybody knows anybody that needs them, we'l]l
come out and install them, any Borough
residents.

MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you, Chief.
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Vito, do you have anything?

MR. RUGGIERO: Nothing.

MR. DEMPSEY: Didge?

MR. JUDGE: No.

MR. DEMPSEY: Anybody else?

ATTY. PERRY: I have nothing.

MR. DEMPSEY: Mrs. Zangardi?

MS. ZANGARDI: No, I'm good. Thank
you.

MR. DEMPSEY: Mrs. Scrimalli?

MS. SCRIMALLI: Yes, I do. The
Scranton Abington Planning Association will
hold a public hearing on April 12th. This is
regarding updating our zoning ordinances. And
it will be an online meeting.

I would also 1ike to thank
Mr. DeNaples and Keystone Landfill for lending
our Borough a garbage truck at no charge while
our truck was being repaired. And I do want to
thank Didge and the DPW for a great job, not
only salting and plowing the roads during the
ice storm and the snow events that ended up
cancelling our last meeting, but I also want to
thank you guys for continuing to pick up the

garbage all throughout the snowstorms because I
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understand other towns were having large
trouble getting their garbage picked up. So
thank you for that. And that's all I have.
Thank you.

MR. DEMPSEY: Thank you,

Mrs. Scrimalli. Mr. Ehnot?

MR. EHNOT: I just want to thank
Mrs. Yoder, thank your family for serving our
country; and I wish you the best of Tuck.

MR. DEMPSEY: Mr. Hallinan?

MR. HALLINAN: Again, I'd 1ike to
echo Mr. Ehnot. Thank you for doing what you
are doing over at Marywood. And I thank you
for everything that you are doing for the
community and thank you for your service for
your family.

Didge, thanks for the snow removal,
unbelievable season, busy February. Now, if we
get some potholes patched, my phone doesn't
stop ringing, okay, and I keep bugging you.

And I'd like to -- Vito, when this
money I hope comes from the COVID Relief Fund
that was just passed that we get something for
the boroughs because they're saying there's

money going to be in there for the local
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communities.

So I hope somehow we get some kind
of relief there. And I just want to wish
everybody a happy St. Patrick's Day. I know
I'11 be celebrating. Thank you. That's all.

MR. DEMPSEY: Thanks, Mr. Hallinan.
Mr. Amico?

MR. AMICO: I was just basically
going to say the same thing. Mrs. Yoder
welcome to the community. I'm thrilled that
Marywood is being revitalized. And I could
think of no better way to use that property
than to service the veterans.

I 1ive right around -- right around
the corner, actually across the street from it.
And it's going to be a great, great part of our
community. So again, I'm super thrilled that
you are here. Thank you once again. Thank
you.

MR. DEMPSEY: 1I'11 echo what these
guys said. Thank you so much. And we Took
forward to working with you guys. And
hopefully at least some of us could make it to
your event tomorrow afternoon. I will try my

best to get there.
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But welcome to the community. And
hopefully we'll have a great working
relationship and a nice future there.

Regarding the potholes the -- Didge,
they do have two crews out every single day
patching. And we do know they're out there so
just so you guys are aware there are two crews
out every single day.

You know, we have to get the garbage
and recycling and everything else that they are
doing. But there are crews out there doing
that. That's all I have. So with that, I will
look for a motion to adjourn.

MS. SCRIMALLI: 1I'11 make that
motion.

MR. DEMPSEY: Do I have a second?

MR. HALLINAN: I'11 second it.

MR. DEMPSEY: I have a motion and a
second. ATl those in favor?

ALL MEMBERS: Aye.

MR. DEMPSEY: Opposed?

(No response.)

MR. DEMPSEY: The ayes have it and

so moved. We're adjourned.
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